
 

The 2018 KSMAA meeting will be held at Johnson County Community College in Over-
land Park, KS on April 20-21, 2018 in the Carlson Center.  Dr. Matt Boelkins will be the 
keynote speaker, speaking on Calculus 2020.  Matt Boelkins is the Chair of the MAA Con-
gress and Professor of Mathematics at Grand Valley State University.  For more infor-
mation on Dr. Boelkins, visit https://www.maa.org/about-maa/governance/Matt-
Boelking  and http://faculty.gvsu.edu/boelkinm/Home/MB.html .    

Invited speaker, Dr. Mark Yannotta, Clackamas Commu-
nity College, will present Conventionalizing and Axiomatiz-
ing: Mathematical activities that support the transition to more abstract mathematics.  There 
will be an Interactive Joint session with Matt and Mark on Saturday with a general 
theme of communication and transition in mathematics at the 200/300 level. 

Meeting registration will be: 

• $45 for MAA members,  

• $50 for non-members & day of meeting registration $50, and  

• $15 for students.   

Credit cards will be accepted via website registration.  More information can be 
found at http://sections.maa.org/kansas/meetings.html , including a link to the 
meeting webpage, abstracts of the keynote and invited addresses, and the call for 
presentations. 
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Congratulations to Jean Johnson, Professor of Mathematics, Chair of the Department of 
Mathematics, Computer Science & Physics at Baker University, on receiving the 2017 
KSMAA Meritorious Service Award!!!  Her citation reads, “Jean Johnson has been an ac-
tive member in the Kansas Section for more than twenty years.   Jean often works quietly 
behind the scenes without receiving any recognition but her faithful attendance at annual 
meetings and participation in business meetings has provided a strong backbone for the 
Kansas Section.  During 2000-2001, Jean served as the chair of the Kansas Section, host-
ing the Section Meeting at Baker University.  Throughout the time of her involvement 
with KSMAA, she has served on various committees, including the executive committee, nominations committees 
and bringing students to the meeting and competitions.  Her effective leadership style was taken to the next level in 
2009-2012 when she served as Governor of the Kansas Section.  Through her quiet and consistent leadership, Jean is 
always there, willing to assist in any way to help the section and its members and provide a wonderful role model for 

other female faculty in the section.” 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. JEAN JOHNSON 

https://www.maa.org/about-maa/governance/Matt-Boelking
https://www.maa.org/about-maa/governance/Matt-Boelking
http://faculty.gvsu.edu/boelkinm/Home/MB.html
http://sections.maa.org/kansas/meetings.html


The 13th Annual Kansas Collegiate Mathematics Competition will be held on April 21, 2018, at Johnson County 
Community College, in conjunction with the 2018 MAA Kansas Section Meeting. 
 
The competition will be held from 8:00am to 11:00am.  Please register the teams by April 1 by submitting the 
form at the website 

http://www.pittstate.edu/department/math/competition/  

 
The competition will be a team competition.  Teams may consist of two or three students.  Any community col-
lege, college, or university in Kansas may send up to two teams.  Each team will work together to solve a problem 
set of about 10 problems.  Most of the problems will be  accessible to sophomore students and even well-prepared 
freshmen who have had the calculus sequence, some probability, and some discrete mathematics.  Each problem is 
worth 10 points and will be scored by faculty from participating schools.  For full credit on a problem, the answer 
must be correct and all supporting work must be shown. 
 
Calculators are allowed. No books, notes, or other electronic devices may be used during the competition. 
 
Each institution registering a team must have a coach, who is expected to assist in grading the exam after the com-
petition. 
 
The members of the top six teams in the competition will receive cash prizes. The top three teams will receive 
plaques. In addition, there will be a cash prize for the members of the top scoring team from a community college. 
 
Mat Johnson (matjohn@ku.edu) and Scott Thuong (sthuong@pittstate.edu) are co-organizing the competition - 
please direct questions about the competition to either of them.  In addition, suggestions for problems to be in-
cluded in the competition are welcome.  Please email problems to Mat or Scott for consideration by April 1. 
 
Information about the competition, along with past exams and solutions, can be found at 

http://pittstate.edu/department/math/competition/ 

 
Registration for the competition is free.  However, students are expected to register for the MAA Kansas Section 
Meeting.  

2018 KANSAS COLLEGIATE MATH COMPETITION 

The deadline for submitting nominations for the 2018 KSMAA Award for Distinguished College or University 
Teaching of Mathematics is March 1, 2018.  More information and the nomination form are available on the section 
webpage at  http://sections.maa.org/kansas/awards.html.  The nomination form is also attached to this newslet-
ter.  Completed nomination forms should be emailed to the Awards Committee chair, Cynthia Huffman, at    
cjhuffman@pittstate.edu by the March 1st deadline. 

KSMAA AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED TEACHING  
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UPCOMING MAA PROGRAMS AND DEADLINES 

Dolciani Mathematics Enrichment Grants (DMEG) support projects designed to develop mathematical 
enrichment programs for talented students in middle or high school. The project proposal can be initiated by a 
teacher within the secondary math education field, but all projects must be partnered with an University. The 
deadline for proposals is February 12, 2018. Click here to learn more apply now!  

Tensor Grants for Women and Mathematics support projects designed to encourage college and univer-
sity women or high school and middle school girls to study mathematics. Projects can vary in style and should 
support the advancement of women in mathematics. The project proposal can be initiated by a teacher within 
the secondary math education field, but all projects must be partnered with an University. The deadline for pro-
posals is February 12, 2018. Click here to learn more apply now!  

Tensor-SUMMA Grants: Strengthening Underrepresented Minority Mathematics Achievement support pro-
grams designed to encourage pursuit and enjoyment of mathematics among middle school students, high school 
students, and/or beginning college students from groups traditionally under-represented in the field of mathe-
matics. Projects can be math clubs, math circles, or any enrichment piece and should support the advancement 
of underrepresented groups in  mathematics.The project proposal can be initiated by a teacher within the sec-
ondary math education field, but all projects must be partnered with an University. The deadline for proposals 
is February 12, 2018. Click here to learn more apply now!  

National Research Experience for Undergraduates Program (NREUP) supports the participation of 
mathematics undergraduates from underrepresented groups in focused and challenging research experiences to 
increase their interest in advanced degrees and careers in mathematics. Proposals should be submitted by univer-
sity faculty who would like to host a REU at their campus. The deadline for proposals is February 23, 2018. 
Click here to learn more apply now!  

PIC Math prepares mathematical sciences students for industrial careers by engaging them in research problems 
that come directly from industry. University faculty hold a semester-long course in the spring that challenges 
students to solve an industrial problem presented by an industrial partner; faculty receive training the summer 
before facilitating their course. Proposals should be submitted by university faculty who would like to host a PIC 
Math course at their campus. The deadline for proposals is March 1, 2018. Click here to learn more apply now! 

https://www.maa.org/programs/maa-grants/dolciani-mathematics-enrichment-grants
https://www.maa.org/programs/maa-grants/women-and-mathematics-grants
https://www.maa.org/programs/maa-grants/tensor-summa-grants
https://www.maa.org/programs/faculty-and-departments/underrepresented-groups/nreup
https://www.maa.org/pic-math
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FLASHBACK TO 1917 (FROM THE MONTHLY) 

NEW MATH MODELING CONTEST 

SIMIODE (A Systemic Initiative for Modeling Investigations & Opportunities with Differential Equations, 
www.simiode.org) announces a new program for high school and undergraduate students: Student Competition 
Using Differential Equation Modeling—SCUDEM. This competition is for three member teams of students. 
SCUDEM takes place over a week-long period that begins on Friday, 13 April 2018, at each team’s individual home 
campus and culminates on Competition Saturday, 21 April 2018, at a nearby regional host site in the United States 
and beyond. For complete details visit www.simiode.org/scudem. We are seeking host sites and if you at your in-
stitution are interested see details at the same site.  

There is a modest registration fee for team participation and faculty development workshop for faculty coach. Addi-
tional faculty may join workshop and judging activities at no cost. Registration will open on 1 February 2018, but 
schools should be planning their coaches and teams now.  

SIMIODE – Systemic Initiative for Modeling investigations and Opportunities with Differential Equations is a 501
(c)3 Nonprofit organization. All can join SIMIODE free at www.simiode.org. If your school is interested in becom-
ing a local SCUDEM 2018 site please contact the Director. Contact Information: Dr. Brian Winkel, Director SIMI-
ODE, Director@simiode.org, 26 Broadway, Cornwall NY 12518 USA, +1 845-534-4887.  

http://www.simiode.org
http://www.simiode.org/scudem
http://www.simiode.org
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FLASHBACK CONTINUED 

MAA INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES GUIDE 

The MAA has recently published an Instructional Practices Guide.  This guide aims to share effective, evidence based 
practices instructors can use to facilitate meaningful learning for students of mathematics.  It is designed as a “how to” 
guide focused on mathematics instruction at the undergraduate level, and is based on the concept that effective teach-
ing is supported by three foundational types of practices: classroom practices, assessment practices, and 
course design practices all informed by empirical research as well as the literature on technology and equity. 
 
More information, including a link to download the Instructional Practices Guide can be found at 
https://www.maa.org/programs-and-communities/curriculum%20resources/instructional-practices-guide . 

https://www.maa.org/programs-and-communities/curriculum%20resources/instructional-practices-guide


Newsletter, please send it to KSMAA Public Information 
Coordinator:  

Cynthia Huffman  
Pittsburg State University  

Pittsburg, KS 66762  
cjhuffman@pittstate.edu 

(620) 235-4409  

The KSMAA Newsletter is published twice a year; once early in 
the year and then again in the fall. A link to each newsletter will be 
sent out via email by the MAA.  The newsletters are also archived 
on the section webpage.  The section webpage can be found at  
http://sections.maa.org/kansas . 

The newsletter can also be a forum for sharing news or disseminat-
ing information to other mathematics departments across the state.  
If your department has any news to be included in the KSMAA 
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